
DEFINITIONS

Definitions is a dictionary of about 185 philosophically significant terms.
Many intellectuals in ancient Greece developed definitions: mathematicians,
natural philosophers, educators such as Prodicus, and also Socrates, who be-
lieved that knowing correct definitions of ethical ideas would make people mor-
ally better. But it was Plato who urged a systematic approach to definition by
collection and division in his Phaedrus and practiced it in his Sophist and
Statesman. The Academic enterprise of definition by division was satirized in
a comedy of about 350 B.C., in which members of Plato’s Academy cogitated
over the definition of ‘pumpkin’ (Epicrates, frg. 11 Edmonds). Diogenes the
Cynic ridiculed the Academic definition of ‘man’ as ‘featherless, two-footed ani-
mal’ by plucking a chicken and saying, “Here’s Plato’s man!”

Many philosophers after Plato were also interested in definitions: his nephew
and successor as head of the Academy, Speusippus, was credited with a work
called Definitions, and in a list of Aristotle’s works we find “Definitions (in
thirteen books)” and “Definitions prefixed to the Topics (in seven books).”
Theophrastus wrote three books of Definitions, and Chrysippus the Stoic wrote
many large books of and about definitions. Certain similarities between defini-
tions in the present collection and Aristotelian and Stoic definitions have in-
clined some scholars to regard Definitions as a late and eclectic work, but
these similarities are perhaps better explained by the fact that Aristotle and the
Stoics both made use of fourth-century Academic ideas in working out their
own philosophical positions.

What we find in Definitions is probably a tiny selection of all the defini-
tions formulated and discussed in Plato’s Academy in the middle years of the
fourth century. These definitions were used in dialectical discussions, of the
kind familiar to us from Aristotle’s Topics and Sophistical Refutations. The
definition of ‘man’ at 415a as ‘featherless, two-footed, flat-fingernailed ani-
mal’ could be a response to Diogenes’ chicken, and other definitions are proba-
bly dialectical as well. Some are drawn directly from Plato’s dialogues, such as
the definition of ‘sophist’ at 415c, from Sophist 231d.

The individual definitions were probably coined by members of the Academy
in the fourth century B.C., but we cannot know who edited them into the pres-
ent collection. Indeed, Definitions seems to consist of two separate collections.
The first collection is organized into the three branches of philosophy recog-
nized by Plato’s Academy and by the Stoics: philosophy of nature (411 a–c),
ethics (411d–414a), philosophy of knowledge and language (414a–e). The
second collection (from ‘utility’ at 414e onward) has no such internal
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organization and contains independent definitions of many of the terms defined
in the first collection. Certainly Plato is not to be regarded as the editor of all
or part of Definitions, and the ascription to “Plato” probably signifies nothing
more than “school of Plato.” Some ancient scholars guessed at Speusippus as
their author, probably incorrectly.

Since reference works and collections such as Definitions are not written in
ordinary prose, they are especially liable to corruption in the course of transmis-
sion. That is why this translation involves a particularly high degree of guess-
work, both about the text itself and about its proper construal. Some definitions
have probably fallen out accidentally, and some may possibly have been interpo-
lated by later ancient scribes and scholars.

D.S.H.

α� ι�δι�ν (aı̈dion), eternal: existent at411 νυ� 	 (nux), night: the darkness
opposed to day; the absence ofall times, including past and

present, without being de- the sun.
τυ� �η (tuchē), luck: passage fromstroyed.

θε�� ς (theos), god: immortal living the unclear to the unclear;
spontaneous cause of a super-being, self-sufficient for happi-

ness; eternal being, the cause of natural event. c
the nature of goodness. γη�ρας (gēras), old age: deteriora-

tion of a living thing due to theγε� νεσις (genesis), becoming: change
into being; coming to participate passage of time.

πνευ�µα (pneuma), wind: move-in being; passing into existence.
η�λι�ς (hēlios), sun: the only ment of air in the region of the

earth.celestial fire which is visible to
the same people from dawn to α� η� ρ (aēr), air: the element to

which every spatial motion isb dusk; the daylight star; the
largest eternal living creature. natural.

�υ� ραν�� ς (ouranos), sky: the body�ρ�� ν�ς (chronos), time: the motion
of the sun, the measure of its which surrounds all perceptible

things except the uppermost aircourse.
η� µε� ρα (hēmera) day: the journey of itself.

ψυ�η� (psuchē), soul: that whichthe sun, from rising to setting;
the light opposed to the night. moves itself; the cause of vital

processes in living creatures.ε�ως (heōs), dawn: the beginning of
the day; first light of the sun. δυ� ναµις (dunamis), ability: that

which produces results onµεσηµ�ρι�α (mesēmbria), midday:
the time at which the shadows account of itself.

��ψις (opsis), vision: the state ofof bodies are all at their
shortest. being able to discern bodies.

�� στ�υ�ν (ostoun), bone: marrowδει�λη (deilē), sunset: the end of the
day. hardened by heat.

Translated by D. S. Hutchinson.



Definitions 1679

στ�ι�ει��ν (stoicheion), element : that harmony and good discipline in
the soul in respect of normalwhich complex things are com-

posed of and resolved into. pleasures and pains; concord of
the soul in respect of ruling andd α� ρετη� (aretē), virtue: the best

disposition; the state of a mortal being ruled; normal personal in-
dependence; good discipline increature which is in itself praise-

worthy; the state on account of the soul; rational agreement
within the soul about what iswhich its possessor is said to be 412

good; the just observance of the admirable and contemptible; the
state by which its possessorlaws; the disposition on account

of which he who is so disposed1 chooses and is cautious about
what he should.is said to be perfectly excellent;

the state which produces faithful- α� νδρει�α (andreia), courage: the state
of the soul which is unmoved byness to law.

�ρ�� νησις (phronēsis), practical wis- fear; military confidence; knowl-
edge of the facts of warfare; self-dom: the ability which by itself

is productive of human happi- restraint in the soul about what is
fearful and terrible; boldness inness; the knowledge of what is

good and bad; the knowledge obedience to wisdom; being in-
trepid in the face of death; thethat produces happiness;2 the

disposition by which we judge state which stands on guard over
correct thinking in dangerous sit-what is to be done and what is

not to be done. uations; force which counterbal-
ances danger; force of fortitude inδικαι�συ� νη (dikaiosunē), justice: the

unanimity of the soul with it- respect of virtue; calm in the soul
about what correct thinking takese self, and the good discipline of

the parts of the soul with re- to be frightening or encouraging
things; the preservation of fear-spect to each other and con- b

cerning each other; the state that less3 beliefs about the terrors and
experience of warfare; the statedistributes to each person ac-

cording to what is deserved; the which cleaves to the law.
ε� γκρα� τεια (enkrateia), self-restraint:state on account of which its

possessor chooses what appears the ability to endure pain; obedi-
ence to correct thinking; theto him to be just; the state un-

derlying a law-abiding way of unbeatable ability of the con-
ceptions of correct thinking.life; social equality; the state of

obedience to the laws. αυ� τα� ρκεια (autarkeia), self-
sufficiency: perfect possession ofσω�ρ�συ� νη (sōphrosunē), self-

control: moderation of the soul good things; the state in respect
of which those who have it areconcerning the desires and plea-

sures that normally occur in it; masters of themselves.

1. Omitting echon in d3.
2. Reading epistēmē poiētikē eudaimonias. after kakōn in d6 (a misprint in Burnet).
3. Accepting the conjecture adeilōn for adēlōn in b1.
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ε�πιει�κεια (epieikeia), fairness: ced- caused by anger; an harmonious
blend of the soul.ing one’s rights and advantages;

moderation in agreements; the κ�σµι�� της (kosmiotēs), decorum:
voluntary submission to whatgood discipline of a rational

soul in respect of what is seems best; being disciplined in
moving the body.c admirable and contemptible.

καρτερι�α (karteria), fortitude: ευ� δαιµ�νι�α (eudaimonia), success in
life: the good composed of allendurance of pain for the sake

of what is admirable; endurance goods; an ability which suffices
for living well; perfection in re-of labor for the sake of what is

admirable. spect of virtue; resources suffi- e
θα� ρσ�ς (tharsos), confidence: not cient for a living creature.

µεγαλ�πρε� πεια (megaloprepeia),foreseeing anything bad; being
undisturbed by the presence of magnificence: being estimable,

according to the correct reason-something bad.
α� λυπι�α (alupia), painlessness: the ing of the most dignified of

men.5state in respect of which we are
not subject to suffering pain. α� γ�ι�ν�ια (anchinoia), quick wit:

talent of the soul which enables�ιλ�π�νι�α (philoponia), industrious-
ness: the state which accom- its possessor to hit upon what is

necessary in each case; mentalplishes what one has proposed;
voluntary fortitude; irreproach- penetration.

�ρηστ�� της (chrēstotēs), honesty:able state in respect of labor.
αι�δω� ς (aidōs), modesty: voluntarily moral sincerity, together with in-

telligence; excellence of character.drawing back from reckless
behavior, according to what is καλ�καγαθι�α (kalokagathia), moral

perfection: the state which de-right and seems best; volun-
tarily holding to what is best; cides to do the best things.

µεγαλ�ψυ�ι�α (megalopsuchia), mag-being cautious to avoid justified
criticism.d nanimity: nobility in dealing

with events; magnificence ofε� λευθερι�α (eleutheria), freedom: be-
ing in control of one’s life; hav- soul, together with reason.

�ιλανθρωπι�α (philanthrōpia), loveing sole authority in all respects;
power to do what one likes in of humanity, or kindness: the

easy-going character state oflife; being unsparing in using
and possessing property. being friendly to people; the

state of being helpful to people;ε� λευθερι�� της (eleutheriotēs), liber-
ality: the proper state in respect the trait of gratefulness; mem-

ory, together with helpfulness.of money-making; appropriate
expenditure4 and saving of ευ� σε� �εια (eusebeia), piety: justice

concerning the gods; the abilityproperty.
πρα� �� της (praiotēs), even temper: to serve the gods voluntarily; 413

suppression of the impulse the correct conception of the

4. Accepting the conjecture proesis for prosthesis in d4–5.
5. Accepting the conjecture tou semnotatou in e2–3.
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honor due to gods; knowledge α� γα� πησις (agapēsis), contentment:
welcoming everything.of the honor due to gods.

α� γαθ�� ν (agathon), good: that π�λιτικη� (politikē), political skill: the
knowledge of what is admirablewhich is for its own sake.

α� ���ι�α (aphobia), fearlessness: and useful; the knowledge of
how to produce justice in a city.the state in which we are not c

subject to fear. ε� ταιρι�α (hetairia), camaraderie: the
friendship among people of theα� πα� θεια (apatheia), passionlessness:

the state in which we are not same age formed by keeping
company with each other.subject to passions.

ει�ρη� νη (eirēnē), peace: a quiet period ευ� ��υλι�α (euboulia), good counsel:
the inborn virtue of reasoning.in respect of military conflict.

ρ� α� θυµι�α (rāithumia), laziness: πι�στις (pistis), faith: the con-
ception7 that things are as theyinertia of the soul; having no

passion in the spirited part. appear to one; firmness of
character.δειν�� της (deinotēs), cleverness: the

disposition which enables its α� λη� θεια (alētheia), truth, veracity:
the correct state expressed inpossessor to hit upon his

particular objective. affirmation and denial; knowl-
edge of truths.�ιλι�α (philia), friendship: agreeing

about what is admirable and ��υ� λησις (boulēsis), will: wanting,
based on correct reason; reason-just; deciding on the same way

of life; having the same views able desire; natural desire, based
on reason.about moral decision and moral

conduct; agreeing on a way ofb συµ��υ� λευσις (sumbouleusis),
consultation: advice to anotherlife; sharing on the basis of

benevolence; sharing in render- person about conduct, how he
should conduct himself.ing and accepting favors.

ευ� γε� νεια (eugeneia), nobility: the ευ� καιρι�α (eukairia), good timing:
hitting upon the right time tovirtue of a noble character; a

soul well cultivated in words do something or have some-
thing done to one.and deeds. d

αι�ρεσις (hairesis), selection: correct ευ� λα� �εια (eulabeia), caution: being
on guard against what is bad;evaluation.

ευ�ν�ια (eunoia), benevolence: kind- being sure to be on guard.
τα� 	ις (taxis), order: functionalliness of a man towards another.

�ι�κει�� της (oikeiotēs), kinship: similarity in all the mutual
elements of a whole; due pro-sharing in the same descent.

�� µ�� ν�ια (homonoia), agreement: portion in a society; cause of all
the mutual elements of a whole;sharing everything that is on

one’s mind; 6 harmony of due proportion in respect of
learning.8thoughts and assumptions.

6. Accepting the conjecture tōn en nōi ontōn for tōn ontōn in b8.
7. Accepting a conjectural transposition of orthē from c4 to c6.
8. Reading summetria pros to mathein in d4.
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πρ�� σε	ις (prosexis), attention: the ��υλη� (boulē), deliberation:
investigation about what wouldeffort the soul makes to learn

something. be beneficial in the future.
νι�κη (nikē), victory: abilityευ� �υί̈α (euphuı̈a), talent: speed in

learning; good natural9 inheri- triumphant in a competition.
ευ� π�ρι�α (euporia), inventiveness:tance; natural virtue.

ευ� µα� θεια (eumatheia), cleverness: good judgment which triumphs
over something said.the mental talent to learn quickly.

δι�κη (dikē), judgment, trial: δωρεα� (dōrea), gift: exchange of
favors.authoritative declaration about a

disputed matter; dispute10 about καιρ�� ς (kairos), opportunity: the
ideal time for something bene-whether or not there has been

injustice.e ficial; the time that contributes
to obtaining something good.ευ� ν�µι�α (eunomia), law-abiding-

ness: obedience to good laws. µνη� µη (mnēmē), memory: disposi-
tion of the soul which guardsευ� �ρ�συ� νη (euphrosunē), cheer-

fulness: joy in doing what a over the truth which resides in it.
ε�νν�ια (ennoia), reflection: intensetemperate man does.

τιµη� (timē), honor: the gift of good thinking.
ν�� ησις (noēsis), intuition: thethings given for virtuous deeds;

the dignity conferred by virtue; starting point of knowledge.
α� γνει�α (hagneia), piety: cautiondignified bearing; the cultiva-

tion of one’s dignity. about mistakes with respect to
the gods; paying service, in aπρ�θυµι�α (prothumia), zeal: b

manifestation of an active will. normal way, to the honor of a
god.�α� ρις (charis), charity: voluntary

beneficence; giving up some- µαντει�α (manteia), divining: the
knowledge which predictsthing good which is of service

at an opportune moment. events without proof.
µαντικη� (mantikē), divination: the�� µ�� ν�ια (homonoia), concord:

opinion shared between those knowledge which contemplates
the present and future of mortalwho govern and those who are

governed about how to govern beings.
σ��ι�α (sophia), wisdom: non-and be governed.

π�λιτει�α (politeia), republic: hypothetical knowledge;
knowledge of what always ex-community of many men, self-

sufficient for living successfully; ists; knowledge which contem-
plates the cause of beings.community of many under the

rule of law.414 �ιλ�σ��ι�α (philosophia), philoso-
phy: desire for the knowledgeπρ�� ν�ια (pronoia), foresight,

providence: preparation for of what always exists; the state
which contemplates the truth,some future event.

9. Reading phuseōs in d6.
10. Accepting the conjectural restoration Dikē . apophasis . . . pragmatos. amphisbētēsis peri
tou adikein ē mē.
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what makes it true; cultivation δια� λεκτ�ς (dialektos), language,
linguistic expression: humanof the soul, based on correct

reason. sound with letters; a common
sign which is expressive,ε�πιστη� µη (epistēmē), knowledge:

conception of the soul which without music.
συλλα�η� (sullabē), syllable: articula-cannot be dislodged by reason-

ing; ability to conceive one orc tion of the human voice that can
be written.more things which cannot be

dislodged by reasoning; true ��ρ�ς (horos), definition: something
said, comprised of genus andargument which cannot be

dislodged by thinking. differentia. e
δ�� 	α (doxa), opinion: conception τεκµη� ρι�ν (tekmērion), evidence:

proof of the non-evident.which is open to persuasion by
reason; fluctuation in reasoning; α� π�� δει	ις (apodeixis), proof: true

argument reasoning to a con-the thinking which is led by
reason to the false as well as the clusion; argument that declares

something through what istrue.
αι�σθησις (aisthēsis), perception: previously known.

στ�ι�ει��ν �ωνη�ς (stoicheion phōnēs),fluctuation in the soul; move-
ment of the mind via the body;11 element of voiced sound: uncom-

pounded voiced sound, thean announcement for the benefit
of human beings, from which reason that the other voiced

sounds are voiced sounds.arises a non-rational ability in
the soul to recognize things ω� �ε� λιµ�ν (ōphelimon), utility: what

causes something to be well off;through the body.
ε�	ις (hexis), state: disposition of what causes good.

συµ�ε� ρ�ν (sumpheron), beneficial:the soul on account of which
people are said to be of a what conduces to the good.

α� γαθ�� ν (agathon), good: whatd certain sort.
�ωνη� (phōnē), voiced sound: an causes the preservation of

beings; the cause toward whichemission of thought through the
mouth. everything tends, from which

is derived what should beλ�� γ�ς (logos), speech: voice
articulated in letters capable of chosen.

σω� �ρ�ν (sōphron), self-controlled:indicating each existing thing;
linguistic sound compounded being orderly in the soul.

δι�και�ν (dikaion), just: prescriptionof nouns and verbs, without
music. of law which produces justice. 415

��ν�µα (onoma), noun: uncom- ε�κ�υ� σι�ν (hekousion), voluntary:
what produces its own action;pounded linguistic sound ex-

pressing both what is predicated what is chosen for itself; what is
achieved with thinking.in the essence and everything

which is not said of a thing in ε� λευ� θερ�ν (eleutheron), free: what
rules itself.its own right.

11. Moving the semicolon from after kinēsis to after sōmatos in c5, and deleting
psuchēs.
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µε� τρι�ν (metrion), moderate: in be- summary of the principal points
in a discourse.tween excess and insufficiency,

satisfying the strictures of skill. ψη� �ισµα (psēphisma), decree:
political judgment limited to aµε� τρ�ν (metron), measure: the

mean between excess and insuf- certain time. c
ficiency. π�λιτικ�� ς (politikos), statesman:

one who knows how toα θλ�ν α� ρετη�ς (athlon aretēs), prize
of virtue: the reward worth organize a city.

π�� λις (polis), city-state: the place ofchoosing for its own sake.
α� θανασι�α (athanasia), immortality: residence of a number of men

who follow decisions made inthe eternal duration of a living
substance.12 common; a number of men

being under the same law.��σι�ν (hosion), holy: service to a
god which is agreeable to the π�� λεως α� ρετη� (poleōs aretē), virtue

of a city: the establishment of agod.
ε��ρτη� (heortē), festival: time that is good constitution.

π�λεµικη� (polemikē), military skill:sacred by law.
α�νθρωπ�ς (anthrōpos), man: having experience of war.

συµµα�ι�α (summachia), militarywingless, two-footed, flat-
fingernailed animal; the only alliance: community of warring

parties.being capable of acquiring
rational knowledge.b σωτηρι�α (sōtēria), preservation:

keeping safe and sound.θυσι�α (thusia), sacrifice: offering of
a victim to a god. τυ� ρανν�ς (turannos), dictator: an

officer of a city who rulesευ� �η� (euchē), prayer: request by
men to the gods for what is according to his own ideas.

σ��ιστη� ς (sophistēs), sophist: paidgood or seems good.
�ασιλευ� ς (basileus), king: an officer hunter of rich and distinguished

young men.who is legally beyond account- d
ability; an officer of a political πλ�υ�τ�ς (ploutos), wealth: having

sufficient possessions to live hap-organization.
α� ρ�η� (archē), command: being in pily; an abundance of property

which conduces to happiness.charge of everything.
ε� 	�υσι�α (exousia), legal authority: παρακαταθη� κη (parakatathēkē), de-

posit: something given on trust.discretionary power granted by
law. κα� θαρσις (katharsis), purification:

the separation of the worseν�µ�θε� της (nomothetēs), lawgiver:
the maker of the laws under from the better.

νικα�ν (nikan), being victorious:which a city is to be governed.
ν�� µ�ς (nomos), law: political prevailing in a conflict.

α� γαθ�! ς α�νθρωπ�ς (agathosjudgment of many people, not
limited to a certain time. anthrōpos), good person: the sort

of person who can achieve whatυ� π�� θεσις (hypothesis), hypothesis:
indemonstrable first principle; is good for a human being.

12. Accepting the emendation ousias empsuchou aı̈dios monē in a8.
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σω� �ρων (sōphrōn), self-controlled: without correct reasoning,
which is oriented towards whatperson having moderate desires.

ε� γκρατη� ς (enkratēs), self-restrained: seems to be pleasant.
��κν�ς (oknos), laziness: runningone who overpowers the parts

of the soul when they are con- away from labor; cowardice
which paralyzes impulses.trary to right reason.

σπ�υδαι��ς (spoudaios), excellent: he α� ρ�η� (archē), origin: first cause of
being.who is completely good; he who

has the virtue proper to human δια��λη� (diabolē), slander: the
alienation of friends by speech.e beings.

συ� νν�ια (sunnoia), worry: an irra- καιρ�� ς (kairos), opportunity: the
time it is appropriate to do eachtional and disturbing thought.

δυσµαθι�α (dusmathia), stupidity: thing or undergo it.
α� δικι�α (adikia), injustice: the stateslowness in learning.

δεσπ�τει�α (despoteia), rule over of despising the laws.
ε�νδεια (endeia), poverty: beingslaves: just authority which is

accountable to nobody. short of goods.
αι�σ�υ� νη (aischunē), shame: fear inα� �ιλ�σ��ι�α (aphilosophia), lack of

philosophy: the state whose pos- expectation of bad reputation.
α� λα"�νει�α (alazoneia), pretentious-sessor is a hater of argument.

��� ��ς (phobos), fear: consternation ness: the state which makes
those who lack a good or goodsof the soul in expectation of

something bad. pretend to have it or them.
α� µαρτι�α (hamartia), error: an actionθυµ�� ς (thumos), passion: forceful

impulse of the non-rational part against correct reasoning.
�θ�� ν�ς (phthonos), envy: being dis-of the soul, without being

ordered by reasoning and tressed by the goods of one’s
friends, either present or past.thought.13

ε�κπλη	ις (ekplēxis), consternation: α� ναισ�υντι�α (anaischuntia), shame-
lessness: the state of the soulfear in the expectation of some-

thing bad. which endures dishonor for the
sake of profit.κ�λακει�α (kolakeia), flattery: keep-

ing company for the sake of θρασυ� της (thrasutēs), temerity: ex-
cessive boldness in face of dan-pleasure, without considering

what is best; the state of socializ- gers which one should not face.
�ιλ�τιµι�α (philotimia), vanity: theing for pleasure in excess of

what is moderate. state of the soul which is lavish
with every expense without�� ργη� (orgē), anger: the urging of

the passionate part of the soul thinking.
κακ��υί̈α (kakophuı̈a), bad nature:for vengeance.

υ��ρις (hubris), assault: injustice badness in nature and an error
of what is natural; disease ofdriving one to dishonor

someone.416 what is natural.
ε� λπι�ς (elpis), hope: the expectationα� κρασι�α (akrasia), lack of self-

restraint: the violent state, of good.

13. Emending nous taxeōs to kai nou taxeōs in e6.
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µανι�α (mania), madness: the state416 tive skill: knowledge of how to
produce a good city.which is destructive of true

conception. ν�υθε� τησις (nouthetēsis), admoni-
tion: speech which blames withλαλια� (lalia), talkativeness:

irrational lack of self-restraint in judgment; speech for the sake of
keeping someone from aspeech.

ε� ναντι�� της (enantiotēs), contrariety: mistake.
��η� θεια (boētheia), help: the preven-the greatest distance between ob-

jects of the same genus which tion of something bad, either
present or about to happen.fall under some difference.

α� κ�υ� σι�ν (akousion), involuntary: κ�� λασις (kolasis), chastisement:
treatment given to a soulwhat is accomplished without

thinking. concerning a past mistake.
δυ� ναµις (dunamis), ability: superior-παιδει�α (paideia), education: the

ability that is of service to the ity in word or deed; the state
which makes its possessor besoul.

παι�δευσις (paideusis), educating: able; natural strength.
σώ� "ειν (sōizein), save: to keep safebestowing education.

ν�µ�θετικη� (nomothetikē), legisla- and sound.


