
AN INTRODUCTION

TOTHX

PRINCIPLES OF MORALS AND LEGISLATION.

CHAPTERI.

OF TZi_ PRINCIPLE OF UTILITY.

J[.NATUREhasplacedmankindunderthegovernanceoftwoMankind_ eovernod
sovereignmasters,pain and pleasure. It is forthemaloneto5y_n end
pointoutwhatweoughtto do,as wellas to determinewhatwepte_ura
shalldo. Onthe onehand thestandardofrightand wrong,on
the otherthe chain of causesand effects,are fastenedto their
throne. Theygovernus in all wedo, in all we say, in all we
think: everyeffortwecanmaketo throwoffoursubjection,will
servebut to demonstrateandconfirmit. In wordsa manmay
pretendto abjuretheirempire: butin realityhe willremain
subjectto it allthe while. Thepr/nc/p/eof utilityz recognises

t Noteby theAuthor,July x822.
Tothisdenominationhasoflatebeenadded,orsubstituted,the_¢eat

happ/ne_sorgrea_e_/diei_yprinciple: thisforshortness,insteadofsaying
at length_ pr/ncildewhichstatesthegreatesthappinessofallthose
whoseintereetisinquestion,asbeingtherightandproper,andonlyright
andproperandumverssllydesirable,endofhumanaction:ofhumanaction
ineverysituation,andinparticularinthatofafunctionaryorsetoffunc-
tionariesexercisingthepowersofGovernment,Theword_/ty doesnot
soclearlypointtotheideasof2dea_ureandlminasthewordshapp/nessand
./dieitydo: nordoesit leadustothe considerationofthenumber,ofthe
interestsaffected;tothenumber,asbeingthecircumstance,whichcontri-
butes,inthelargestproportion,totheformationofthestandardherein
question;thestandardoftightandwro_7,bywhichalonetheproprietyof
humanconduct,ineverysituation,canwithproprietybetried.Thiswant
ofa suffciontlymanifestconnexionbetweentheideasofhapp/nessand
_e ontheonehand,andtheideaofu_//_jontheother,Ihaveevery
nowandthenfoundoperating,andwithbuttoomuchefficiency,asa barto
theacceptance,thatmightotherwisehavebeen8iven,tothisprinciple.
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oft,teP_i_ifleof U_itity. [cn^P.
thissubjection,andassumesit forthefoundationofthatsystem,
theobjectofwhichisto rearthefabricoffelicityby thehands
of reasonandoflaw. Systemswhichattempt to questionit,
dealinsoundsinsteadof sense,incapriceinsteadof reason,in
darknessinsteadof light.

But enoughofmetaphoranddeclamation: it isnotbysuch
meansthatmoralscienceisto be improved.

II. Theprincipleof utifityis thefoundationof the presen
work: it willbe properthereforeat the outset togivean ex-
plicitanddeterminateaccountofwhatismeantby it. Bythe

Principleofprinciplexofutihtyis meantthat principlewhichapprovesorutihty,
wh_t. disapprovesof everyactionwhatsoever,accordingto the ten-

dencywhichit appearsto haveto augmentor diminishthe
happinessofthepartywhoseinterestisin question: or,whatis
the samething in otherwords,to promoteorto opposethat
happiness.I sayofeveryactionwhatsoever; andthereforenot
onlyofeveryactionofaprivateindividual,butofeverymeasure
of government.

utility III. Byutilityismeantthatpropertyinanyobject,wherebywhat.
it tendstoproducebenefit,advantage,pleasure,good,orhappi-
ness,(all thisin the presentcasecomesto the samething)or
(whatcomesagaint_)the samething)to preventthe happening
ofmischief,pain,evil,or unhappinesstothe partywhoseinterest
is considered: if that partybe thecommunityin general,then
the happinessofthecommunity:if aparticularindividual,then
thehappinesso[thatindividual.

ap,t_e. _ThewordprincipleisderivedfromtheLatinprlnaipium:whichseems
,_t. tobecompoundedofthetwowords_imus,first,orchief,andcip/u*a,

aterminationwhichseemstohederivedfromcapio,totake,asinma_i-
p_um,mu¢iclpium;towhichareanalogous,auceps,forceps,andothers.It
isatermofveryvagueandveryextensivesignification:it isappliedto
anythingwhichisconceivedtoserveasafoundationor beginningtoany
seriesofoperations: insomeeases,ofphysicaloperations; betofmental
operationsinthepresentcase.

Theprinciplehereinquestionmaybetakenforanactofthemind; a
sentiment; asentimentofapprobation;asentimentwhich,whenapplied
toanaction,approvesofitsutility,asthatqualityofit bywhichthe
measureofapprobationordisapprobationbestoweduponit oughttobe
governed.
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L] oftkeP_incife¥ Vtimy. 3
IV.TheinterestofthecommunityisoneofthemostgeneralInt_ otthecom_u--

expressionsthatcanoccurin thephraseologyof morals: nonity,what.
wonderthat themeaningofit is oftenlost. Whenit hasa
meaning,it is this. Thecommunityisa fictitiousbody,com-
posedof theindividualpersonswhoareconsideredasconsti-
tutingasitwereitsmembers.Theinterestofthecommunity
thenis,what?--thesumoftheinterestsoItheseveralmembers
whocomposeit.

V.It is invainto talkof theinterestofthecommunity,
withoutunderstandingwhktis theinterestoftheindividualx.
Athingissaidtopromotetheinterest,ortoberettheinterest,
ofanindividual,whenit tendstoaddto thesumtotalofhis
pleasures: or,whatcomesto thesamething,to diminishthe
sumtotalofhispains.

VI.Anactionthenmaybesaidto beconformableto theAaa_o_
CO_Lformableprincipleofutility,or,forshortnesssake,toutihty,(meaningto_laeprin-

• elploofut_-withrespectto thecommunityat large)whenthe tendencyitht_.what.
hastoaugmentthehappinessofthecommunityisgreaterthan
anyithastodiminishit.

VII.A measureofgovernment(whichisbut a particularAme_ureof• . . g'overnme,atkindofactaon,performedbTal_artlcular_ersonorl_ersons)mayconformablo....... toth tin• . . . @ -
be saidto beconformableto ordictatedby theprmclphof_leo_uti-

hty, what.utility,whenin likemannerthe tendencywhichithastoaug-
mentthehappinessofthecommunityisgreaterthananywhich
it hastodiminishit.

VIII.Whenanaction,orinparticulara measureofgovern-Lambordic-• . , _te.s ofuti.
meat,is supposedbya mantobeeonformabhto theprincipleU_,wh,t.
o!utility,itmaybeconvenient,forthepurposesofdiscourse,to
imaginea kindof lawordictate,calleda lawor dictateof
utility: andtospeakoftheactioninquestion,asbeingcon-
formabletosuchlawordictate.

IX. Amanmaybesaidtobeapartizanoftheprincipleofx_-_nof-- theprinmplo
utility,whentheapprobationordisapprobationheannexestootu_i,y," . _ WhO,
anyaction,ortoanymeasure,isdeterminedbyandproportmned

t Interest i_ one of thoeewords, which not h_vingany superior_us,
cannotintheordinarywaybedefined,
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4 Oft_ P_iple_ U/.ility. [caxr.
to thetendencywhichhe conceivesit tohaveto augmentorto
diminhhthehappinessofthecommunity:orinotherwords,to
itsconformityorunconformitytothe lawsordictatesofutility.

ought,. X. Ofanactionthatisconformabletotheprincipleotutihtyoughtno_
mht_ onemayalwayssayeitherthat it isonethatoughttobedone,
he.tobe or at leastthatit is notonethatoughtnot to bedone. One
tmderstcod.

maysayalso,thatit is rightit shouldbedone; atleastthatit"
is notwrongit shouldbe done: thatit isa rightaction; at
leastthat it isnotawrongaction. Whenthusinterpreted,the
wordsougfit,andT/gritandwren, andothersof that stamp,
haveameaning: whenotherwise,theyhavenone.

Toprovet_eXI. Hasthe rectitudeof thisprinciplebeeneverformally
reclaimdeof 2tampnnei,contested. It shouldseemthatit had,by thosewhohavenot
pie_ atonce . . .
unnmmsryknownwhattheyhavebeenmeamng. Is it susceptibleof any
andimp_-
sible, directproof? it shouldseemnot: forthatwhichis usedto

proveeverythingelse,cannotitselfbeproved:achainofproofs
musthavetheircommencementsomewhere.Togivesuchproof
isas impossibleasit isneedless.

Ithassel- XII. Not thatthereisoreverhasbeenthathumancreature
dora,how-
ever.myet breathing,howeverstupidorperverse,whohasnotonmany,beencon-

_enu_ perhapson mostoccasionsof his life,deferredto it. By thenaturalconstitutionof thehumanframe,onmostoccasionsof
theirlivesmeningeneralembracethisprinciple,withoutthink-
ingof it : if not fortheorderingoftheirownactions,yet for
thetryingoftheirownactions,aswellasofthoseofothermen.
Therehavebeen,at thesametime,notmany,perhaps,evenof
themostintelligent,whohavebeendisposedtoembraceit purely
andwithoutreserve.Thereareevenfewwhohavenot taken
someoccasionorotherto quarrelwithit, eitheronaccountof
theirnotunderstandingalwayshowto applyit,oronaccountof
someprejudiceorotherwhichtheywereafraidto examineinto,
orcouldnotbearto partwith. Forsuchis thestuffthatman
is madeof: inprincipleandinpractice,inarighttrackandin
awrongone,therarestofallhumanqualitiesis consistency.

Itmrn_varXIII.Whenamanattemptstocombattheprincipleofutility,ocnsi_
eut_com.it is withreasonsdrawn,withouthis beingawareof it, from
ImlZd.
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CHAPTERIV.

VALUE OF A LOT OF PLEASURE OR PAIN, HOW TO

BE MEASURED.

I. PLEASURESthen,andtheavoidanceofpains,aretheendsuBeortbi,
whichthelegislatorhasinview: it behoveshimthereforetoc_ptor.
understandtheirvalue.Pleasuresandpainsaretheinstruments
hehastoworkwith: it behoveshimthereforeto understand
theirforce,whichisagain,in otherwords,theirvalue.

II. Toapersonconsideredbyhimself,thevalueofapleasurecircum-stancestob6
orpainconsideredbyitself,willbegreateror less,accordingtotake.intotho_ount
thefourfollowingcircumstances1: in e_t,mat.ing the

I. Its intensity. ,_lueofaple_ure or2. Itsduration. [Jamcon-
siderealwith

3. Its certaintyor uncertainty. _fe_ncetos single4. Itspropinquityorremoteness, par_n.--d
III. Thesearethecircumstanceswhicharetobe consideredbyit_r.-- eorl-

inestimatinga pleasureora painconsideredeachofthembysidemdconnected
itself.Butwhenthevalueofanypleasureorpainisconsideredw,,hother

• pleamareaforthepurposeofestimatingthe tendencyofanyactbywhichorm_.
it isproduced,therearetwoothercircum,qtancesto be taken
intotheaccount; theseare,

These circumstances have since becn denominated dements or dimen-
sionsof ra]u.ein a pleasureor a pain.

ot long after the publication of the first edition, the following memo-
riter verses wereframed, in the view of lodging more effectually, in the
memory, these point_, onwhich the whole fabricof moralsand legishttion
may be seen to rest.

Inlen_e, l.a_, certain, speedy,f_.f_, _'e--
Such marks in ideas_rea and in _ai_ endure.
Such pleasures seek if l_/t_e be thy end :
If it be _m_b/iv,wide let them
Such _aiaa avoid, whichever be thy view :
Ifpainsmu_ come, let them a_nd to few.
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3° Valueof a Logof Pleaeureor Pain, [CHAp.

5. Its fecundity,orthe chanceit ha of beingfollowedby
sensationsofthesamekind: thatis,pleasures,ifit beaplea-
sure: pains,ifit beapain.

6. Its purity,or thechanceit hasofnotbeingfollowedby
sensationsoftheoppositekind:thatis,pains,ifitbeapleasure:
plea_ures,ifit beapain.

Thesetwolast,however,areinstrictnessscarcelytobedeemed
propertiesofthepleasureorthepainitself;theyarenot,there-
fore,instrictnesstobetakeninto theaccountofthevalueof
thatpleasureorthatpain.Theyareinstrictnesstobedeemed
propertiesonlyoftheact,orotherevent,bywhichsuchples-
sureorpainhasbeenproduced; andaccordinglyareonly.tobe
takenintotheaccountofthe.tendencyofsuchactorsuchevent.

- con- IV. Toanumberofpersons,withreferencetoeachofwhomsader_ with
raerenc_t_thevalueofapleasureorapainisconsidered,itwillbegreateranumberof
pemo_orless,accordingtosevencircumstances:towit,thesixpre-

cedingones;viz.
I.Itsi_c_ity.
2. Itsduration.
3. Its certaintyoruncertai_ty.
4. Itspropinquityorremoteness.
5. Its fecundity.
6. Its purity.
Andoneother; towit:
7. Its extem; that is, thenumberofpersonsto whomit

extend,; or(inotherwords)whoareaffectedbyit.
_ for V. Totakeanexactaccounttllenofthegeneraltendencyofestimating
the_n- anyact, bywhichtheinterestsofa communityareaffected,
doncyofa_sy " i "e 11
notorevent,proeeectaslouows.Beginwithanyonepersonofthosewhose

interestsseemmostimmediatelytobeaffectedbyit:andtake
anaccount,

I. OfthevMueofeachdistinguishablep/easurewhichappears .
tobeproducedbyit inthefirstinstsnce.

2. Ofthevalueofeachpainwhichappearstobeproducedby "
it in thefirstinstance.

3. Ofthevalueofeschpleasurewhlchappearstobeproduced
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