Center for Studies in Practical Knowledge (Södertörn University, Sweden)
Center for Philosophical Anthropology (European Humanities University, Vilnius)
Workshop 
Phenomenology of teaching and learning

16. February 2011

14.00

Tauro str. 12, 4th floor, room 402

How do teachers and pupils understand the meaning of education and their own involvement in it? What is the subject’s perspective on her own educational processes? The purpose of the workshop is a discussion of the issues of teaching and learning from the perspective of phenomenology and hermeneutics. Both perspectives take education to be a process of acquisition and mediation of meaning in concrete intersubjective situations rather than a transmission of information or knowledge. Education is a practice that takes place between subjects with certain expectations, moods, habits, dispositions, in certain historically, culturally, socially, intellectual etc, situations. Yet, education as “Bildung” also focuses on the subject’s ability to (critically) transcend the pragmatic dimension. In this perspective, subjects are not only participants of practices. Rather, the different ways subjects relate to themselves as teaching or learning subjects, educational contents, didactic settings etc. are understood as an expression of being more or less educated. 

Aiming at elaboration of a phenomenological contribution to an urgently needed mediation between educational theory and practice, the workshop will concentrate on the following questions: 
What are the specific perspectives of phenomenology and hermeneutics on education? 

How to reconstruct the subject’s point of view?

How to understand the acquisition of meaning from the perspective of the learning subject? 

How do the learning subject and the teaching one relate to the meaning contents the educational situation provides? 

How to understand the relation between theoretical and practical knowledge in teaching and learning situations?  

Program:

14.00-14.10
Welcome

14.10-15.10
Being and becoming a subject in education: A phenomenological approach
Presentation of the research project: Eva Schwarz, Jonna Bornemark
15.10-15.40
Open Discussion

15.40-16.00
Coffee break

16.00-17.00
Educational practice beyond the adult-centered thinking:


Comments on E. Fink’s text:

Tatiana Shchyttsova, Dalius Jonkus, Eva Schwarz, Jonna Bornemark
17.00-17.30
Open Discussion

Those who might be interested to participate in the workshop are kindly asked to get registered until February 15 by sending a short information on yourself to the E-mail address: research.division@ehu.lt
After having registered you can get the text to be interpreted: 

Fink E. Erziehungswissenschaft und Lebenslehre, Freiburg 1970, 214-224.
