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Representation, Body and Subjectivization in the Post-Soviet Female Internet Personals

The paper focuses on the issues of representation, gender, body and subjectivization in Eastern European women’s internet personals. Interpreting internet images, the author argues that personals are a part of the culture of a “sexual confession and self-revelation” (McNair 2002). The visuals in these personals not only reflect the aesthetic and narrative conventions of pornography but also elucidate the relationship between sex, female desires and the brutality of the post-Communist everyday. In these personals that serve as a permeable membrane between everyday life and its representation, the process of subjectivization (becoming a subject) takes place centrally through the body. Women constantly inspect themselves, confess their desires, regularize and normalize their bodily poses and gestures for the male gaze.  However, the women’s displayed bodies are also a key component of their marketable selves (Featherstone 1996) that raise questions about class, aesthetics, power and commodification.
