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Dancing with the Stars in the Glocal World: Who is the Last Commentator?

In contemporary urbanized societies more and more often an image of dance is becoming the most appropriate expression and metaphor of the values of mobility, joy of life, success, involvement, creativity, transgression of borders and limits. It is observed, especially, in TV commercials and TV shows. Within the recent years, the new wave of TV shows Dancing with the Stars “infected” millions of people all over the world. The show was the world's most popular television programme across all genres in 2006, reaching the Top 10 in 17 countries (Wikipedia 2008). The show and other similar shows probably signify transgression from the age of irony to the age of glamour (Ferguson 1999). Dancing with the Stars might be compared to the other products of glamour marketing like Italian fashion or Hollywood movies (McMains 2006). The explosive worldwide distribution of the TV show and even migration of some professional participants across different countries would have been impossible without the global marketing of dance styles, perceptions, practices, approaches etc. The TV series responds to global tendencies in our societies like “curiosity about private lives of public figures” (Bauman 2000, 37). Second, the TV series format is impossible without a local set of Stars. That makes a content of this TV show incomprehensible without a local contextual knowledge or “a court rationality … the calculated planning of strategy in face of the possible gain or loss of status” (Elias 1983, 93). Therefore, an appearance of the show on TV mobilizes local societies by “destabilized” careers, images or lives of participants and daily public “celebration” or gossiping personal fortunes and misfortunes of Stars among TV viewers. Dancing with the Stars is one many glocal aspects of our life. By the end of my paper I will try to answer the final philosophical question – who is the Last Commentator in our dancing with the Stars? Folk? Professionals? Amateur stars? Managers? Moderators?
